73 Universe

Scientific Publishing

DOI:10.18686/ahe.v7i32.11805

Exploring the Effectiveness of Political Theory Courses
in Higher Education Institutions in the New Era

Li Xiao
East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241

Abstract: This article explores the effectiveness of teaching political theory courses in universities in the new era. Exploring the
relationship between the teaching objectives and effectiveness of political theory courses in universities in the new era, we can
analyze the factors that affect the teaching effectiveness of political theory courses in universities in the new era. Firstly, this article
elaborates on the relationship between teaching objectives and teaching effectiveness, believing that teaching objectives provide
direction and standards for teaching effectiveness, while teaching effectiveness reflects the degree of achievement of teaching
objectives. Secondly, this article analyzes the factors that affect the effectiveness of political theory teaching in universities in the
new era, including course design, teaching methods, teaching methods, and teacher team construction. Finally, this article proposes
strategies to enhance the effectiveness of political theory teaching in universities in the new era, including optimizing course
design, innovating teaching methods, enriching teaching methods, strengthening teacher training, and improving teacher incentive
mechanisms. In summary, this article aims to provide theoretical support and practical guidance for improving the effectiveness of
political theory teaching in universities in the new era.
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1. Introduction

In the context of the new era, It can promote the reform and innovation of political theory teaching, and adapt to the development
needs of the new era; It can identify problems and shortcomings in the teaching process, providing a basis for improving teaching
methods and means; It also helps to enhance students’ interest and identification with political theory courses, enhance their ideological
and political qualities, and enhance their sense of social responsibility. Therefore, the research on the effectiveness of political theory

teaching in universities in the new era has important theoretical and practical significance.
2. The relationship between the teaching objectives and effectiveness of political theory
courses in universities in the new era

Teaching objectives refer to the expected educational outcomes in the teaching process, while teaching effectiveness refers to the
degree to which teaching objectives are achieved in the actual teaching process (Alderman, 2008; Cotten & Wilson, 2006; Hagenauer
& Volet, 2014).

Firstly, teaching objectives are the foundation of teaching effectiveness. The teaching objectives of political theory courses in
universities in the new era should focus on cultivating students’ sense of social responsibility, national consciousness, and global
perspective, so that they can master the theoretical system of socialism with Chinese characteristics, the basic principles of Marxism,
as well as knowledge of party leadership and socialist system. Only with clear teaching objectives can teachers make targeted choices
in teaching design, teaching methods, and teaching methods, thereby improving teaching effectiveness (Cole & Griffin, 2013).

Secondly, the effectiveness of teaching is a reflection of achieving teaching objectives. In the teaching process, teachers should
pay attention to the degree of achievement of teaching objectives, stimulate students’ learning interest and enthusiasm through
various teaching methods and means, and improve their political and theoretical literacy enhance the timeliness and pertinence of the

curriculum. Once again, the adjustment and improvement of teaching objectives need to be based on the effectiveness of teaching.
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During the teaching process, teachers should adjust and optimize teaching objectives based on feedback on teaching effectiveness.
This helps to improve the rationality and feasibility of teaching objectives, thereby better guiding teaching practice and improving
teaching effectiveness.

Finally, achieving teaching objectives requires the support of teaching resources. Universities should provide sufficient teaching
resources for political theory courses, including textbooks, courseware, teaching videos, case studies, etc., in order for teachers to better
carry out their teaching work (Cotten & Wilson, 2006). At the same time, universities also need to pay attention to the construction
of teaching facilities and equipment, provide a good teaching environment and learning atmosphere, in order to stimulate students’

interest and enthusiasm for learning.
3. Analysis of the influencing factors on the effectiveness of political theory teaching in
universities in the new era

The factors that affect the effectiveness of political theory teaching in universities in the new era are multifaceted.

From the perspectives of teachers, students, and teaching resources, firstly, the teaching ability, teaching methods, and teaching
attitude of teachers directly affect the learning effectiveness of students. The reserve and updating speed of political theory knowledge
of teachers are also one of the influencing factors. Teachers need to constantly learn and update political theory knowledge to maintain
the timeliness and authority of teaching content (Fuller, 2014). Teachers need to have a solid foundation in political theory and rich
teaching experience, be able to develop scientific and reasonable teaching plans and plans based on the actual situation and needs of
students, adopt appropriate teaching methods, and stimulate students’ interest and enthusiasm in learning. At the same time, teachers
also need to pay attention to the improvement of their own qualities, constantly update their knowledge system and teaching concepts,
in order to meet the needs of higher education in the new era.

Secondly, from the perspective of students, the active participation and learning ability of students will directly affect the teaching
effectiveness. The foundation and learning ability of students in political theory are also one of the influencing factors. Students need
to have a correct political stance and values, be able to actively participate in classroom discussions and interactions, actively think and
explore political issues, in order to better understand and master political theory knowledge. At the same time, students also need to
focus on improving their own qualities, constantly expanding their knowledge and perspectives, in order to meet the needs of higher
education in the new era.

Finally, from the perspective of teaching resources, the quality and quantity of teaching resources are also important factors
affecting the effectiveness of political theory teaching. The adequacy of teaching resources will affect the effectiveness of teaching.
The adequacy of teaching resources, including classroom facilities, teaching materials, multimedia equipment, etc., will directly affect
the teaching effectiveness. The quality of the teaching environment is also one of the influencing factors. A good teaching environment
can stimulate students’ enthusiasm for learning and improve teaching effectiveness. At the same time, universities also need to pay
attention to the construction of teaching facilities and equipment, provide a good teaching environment and learning atmosphere, in

order to stimulate students’ interest and enthusiasm for learning.
4. Strategies for improving the effectiveness of political theory teaching in universities
in the new era

4.1 Innovative curriculum design and teaching methods

Curriculum design is the foundation of teaching and directly affects the quality and effectiveness of teaching ( Hagenauer and
Volet2014 ). In the context of the new era, curriculum design needs to pay more attention to the needs and interests of students, and
focus on cultivating their innovative and practical abilities. At the same time, scientific and reasonable teaching plans and plans
should be developed based on the actual situation and needs of students.Secondly, innovative teaching methods. Teaching methods
can stimulate students’ interest and enthusiasm in learning, improve teaching effectiveness and quality.Case teaching method can
encourage students to actively participate in classroom discussions and interactions, and cultivate their thinking and expression
abilities. By selecting controversial and exploratory questions, students can be guided to engage in discussions and debates, thereby
deepening their understanding and understanding of the problem.Exploratory teaching method can cultivate students’ innovative and
practical abilities, and guide them to actively think and explore problems. By setting challenging and exploratory tasks or projects,
students can be guided to explore and try, thereby cultivating their innovative and practical abilities. Thirdly, teaching resources are
one of the important factors that affect the effectiveness and quality of teaching, including textbooks, courseware, teaching videos,

case studies, etc.
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4.2 The construction of the teaching staff

In the new era, teachers need to have a solid foundation in political theory and rich teaching experience, be able to develop
scientific and reasonable teaching plans and plans based on the actual situation and needs of students, adopt appropriate teaching
methods. In terms of improving the quality of political theory, teachers need to have a solid foundation in political theory, be able to
accurately grasp the development dynamics and trends of political theory, combine political theory knowledge with practical cases,
and guide students to deeply understand and master political theory knowledge.Secondly, strengthen the teacher team. By establishing
a teacher team, strengthening cooperation and communication among teachers, conducting teaching discussions and exchanges, and
other methods, the overall quality and teaching level of the teacher team can be improved. Universities should focus on selecting
teachers with solid political and theoretical foundations and rich teaching experience, and form a teacher team structure that combines
old, middle, and young students. At the same time, attention should be paid to introducing high-level talents and improving the
overall quality of the teaching staff. Thirdly, universities should regularly organize teachers to participate in political theory training
and continuing education, in order to improve their political theory literacy and teaching ability.At the same time, teachers should be
encouraged to participate in academic seminars and exchange activities both domestically and internationally, in order to broaden their
academic horizons (Corbin & Strauss, 2015).

4.3 Student participation and incentive mechanisms

In the new era, student participation and incentive mechanisms have become important means to improve teaching effectiveness.
Firstly, encourage students to actively participate in classroom discussions.By selecting exploratory and controversial issues, students
can be guided to engage in discussions and debates, or through group cooperation, students can work together to complete exploratory
and practical tasks, thereby increasing their participation and enthusiasm. Secondly, establish incentive mechanisms to stimulate
students’ learning motivation. The incentive mechanism is an important means to stimulate students’ learning motivation, which can be
encouraged to actively participate in learning and practice through various means such as establishing scholarships, titles of outstanding
students, and practical opportunities. Thirdly, provide a variety of learning resources and practical opportunities. Universities should
provide sufficient teaching resources, including textbooks, courseware, teaching videos, case studies, etc., while also offering various
practical opportunities, such as laboratories, internship bases, social practice, etc. These resources and practical opportunities can meet
the needs and interests of different students, improve their comprehensive quality and practical ability. Fourthly, strengthen teacher-
student interaction and establish a good teacher-student relationship. By regularly organizing teacher-student exchanges, symposiums,
and individual tutoring, we can strengthen communication and exchange between teachers and students, understand their needs and

problems, and provide timely guidance and assistance.

5. Conclusion

The improvement of the effectiveness of political theory teaching in universities in the new era requires attention to the setting
and implementation of teaching objectives, comprehensive analysis of influencing factors, scientific formulation of improvement
strategies, and construction of evaluation systems. The clarity and achievement of teaching objectives are the foundation for improving
teaching effectiveness, and the analysis of influencing factors needs to consider the influence of multiple factors such as teachers,
students, and teaching resources. These efforts will help improve the effectiveness of political theory teaching in universities in the
new era, promote the comprehensive development and quality improvement of students.
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