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Abstract:  The development of artifi cial intelligence (AI) has made signifi cant progress and has had a substantial impact on many 
fi elds. However, the advancement of AI also presents numerous challenges to the development of our economy, society, and pro-
duction processes. Legal philosophy, due to its close relationship with AI, plays a crucial role in addressing these challenges. It can 
both promote and regulate the development of AI. In the future AI era, legal philosophy will continue to be instrumental in guiding 
and shaping the development of AI, off ering more directions and suggestions for its evolution.
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In recent years, the development of artifi cial intelligence (AI) has made signifi cant progress and had a substantial impact on many 

fi elds. According to incomplete statistics, AI has signifi cantly infl uenced industries such as the internet, natural language processing, 

autonomous driving, healthcare, fi nance, and education. In the internet sector, AI plays a crucial role in search engines, advertising 

systems, and social media. In natural language processing, AI has made signifi cant advancements, facilitating more natural interac-

tions between humans and computers. In autonomous driving, AI is crucial for self-driving cars, promising to change future transpor-

tation modes. In healthcare, AI is vital in medical diagnostics, health monitoring, and intelligent medical devices. In fi nance, AI sig-

nifi cantly contributes to risk analysis, investment decisions, and fraud detection. In education, AI is instrumental in online education, 

intelligent tutoring assistance, and intelligent teaching systems. In manufacturing, AI plays a crucial role in intelligent manufacturing, 

robotics, and automation.

1.  Challenges Brought by the Development of Artifi cial Intelligence to the Current 
Economic and Social Development

With the advent of the era of artifi cial intelligence, the primary legal issue that needs to be addressed is the question of respon-

sibility. Responsibility is contingent upon the subject, thus necessitating an answer to the question of whether robots are machines 

or humans. The development of artifi cial intelligence also brings numerous challenges to our economic, social, and productive de-

velopment, such as determining the responsibility of AI decisions, addressing the potential harm and damage that AI may cause, and 

ensuring that the development of AI is ethical.

1.1  How to Determine the Responsibility of Artifi cial Intelligence Decisions
Determining the responsibility of AI decisions involves examining fi ve aspects:

Whether the decision made by artifi cial intelligence complies with legal regulations. If the decision violates legal regulations, 

relevant individuals should be held accountable.

Whether the decision made by artifi cial intelligence aligns with ethical principles. If the decision violates ethical principles, rele-
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vant individuals should be held accountable.

Whether the decision made by artificial intelligence complies with contractual agreements. If the decision violates contractual 

agreements, relevant individuals should be held accountable.

Whether the decision made by artificial intelligence meets expectations. If the decision made by artificial intelligence deviates 

from expectations, relevant individuals should be held accountable.

Whether the decision made by artificial intelligence exhibits obvious flaws. If the decision made by artificial intelligence displays 

obvious flaws, relevant individuals should be held accountable.

1.2  Artificial Intelligence May Cause Harm and Damage to Human Society Development
Potential harm and damage caused by artificial intelligence mainly exist in seven aspects:

Violation of human rights. AI decisions may infringe upon the legitimate rights and interests of humans, for example, some deci-

sions may discriminate against certain groups of people.

Disruption of social order. AI decisions may disrupt social order, for instance, some decisions may lead to economic crises or 

social unrest.

Endangerment of human safety. AI decisions may endanger human life and health safety, such as some decisions may result in 

accidents.

Environmental destruction. AI decisions may harm the natural environment, for instance, some decisions may cause environmen-

tal pollution or resource wastage.

Impact on economic development. AI decisions may affect economic development, for example, some decisions may lead to 

labor market imbalances or confusion in consumer markets.

Influence on educational development. AI decisions may impact educational development, such as some decisions may lead to 

the waste of educational resources or a decline in educational quality.

Impact on cultural heritage. AI decisions may affect cultural heritage, for instance, some decisions may lead to the extinction of 

traditional culture or the popularity of new culture.

1.3  The Development of Artificial Intelligence May Not Always Be Ethical
As artificial intelligence is a recent emerging phenomenon, it is difficult to ensure that its development is always ethical. Relevant 

laws and regulations are still incomplete, self-regulatory mechanisms have not been established, moral education needs to be strength-

ened, regulatory systems are not yet sound, and compensation mechanisms are not yet perfect.

2.  How Legal Philosophy Promotes and Regulates the Development of Artificial 
Intelligence

In addressing the challenges mentioned above, legal philosophy can play an important role. Legal philosophy is the discipline 

that studies the relationship between law, philosophy, and ethics. It can both promote and regulate the development of artificial intelli-

gence. To fully understand the essence of the problem, it is necessary to explore the philosophical foundation of artificial intelligence 

in terms of its legal subjectivity, thus providing ideological guidance for AI legislation.

2.1  Ways in Which Legal Philosophy Promotes the Development of Artificial Intelligence:
By studying the relationship between law, philosophy, and ethics, legal philosophy can provide theoretical guidance for the devel-

opment of artificial intelligence. It can help us consider how artificial intelligence can coexist with humans and be ethically utilized. 

Additionally, legal philosophy can help us consider the social consequences of AI development and propose solutions. This is mainly 

reflected in the following aspects:

Firstly, legal philosophy can help us consider how artificial intelligence relates to the law and how it can be developed and used 

within ethical and legal frameworks. This includes considering how AI affects issues such as privacy rights, responsibility allocation, 

and the labor market.
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Secondly, legal philosophy can help us consider how artificial intelligence relates to human culture and values, and how AI can 

be developed while protecting human values. This may involve issues such as bias and discrimination in AI, as well as the impact of 

AI on human rights.

Lastly, legal philosophy can help us consider how artificial intelligence affects social structure and justice, and propose corre-

sponding policy recommendations. For example, we may consider how AI affects employment and income distribution, and how to 

ensure that AI does not exacerbate social inequality.

2.2  Path Analysis of How Legal Philosophy Regulates the Development of Artificial Intelligence:
Through the analysis of the relationship between law, philosophy, and ethics, legal philosophy can establish rules and guidelines 

for the development of artificial intelligence. It can help us establish standards of responsibility for AI decision-making and determine 

how AI should be regarded as legal subjects. Additionally, legal philosophy can help us consider how AI should be regulated and what 

ethical guidelines should govern AI development.

2.2.1  Regarding the issue of legal philosophy helping to establish standards of responsibility for AI decision-making:

Legal philosophy can help us establish standards of responsibility for AI decision-making. With the increasing prevalence of AI 

systems in decision-making processes such as autonomous vehicles, decision support systems, and medical decision support systems, 

these systems may have serious consequences, requiring us to establish standards of responsibility to hold relevant parties account-

able during the decision-making process. Legal philosophy can help us discuss who or what should be responsible for AI decisions 

and under what circumstances. For example, legal philosophy can help us explore whether AI decisions should be subject to human 

oversight or should be considered independent entities with their own legal responsibilities. Additionally, legal philosophy can help 

us consider how AI decisions should coordinate with human decisions and how responsibility should be allocated between humans 

and AI decisions.

2.2.2  Regarding the issue of defining how AI should be regarded as legal subjects from the perspective of legal philosophy:

In the field of legal philosophy, how artificial intelligence should be regarded as legal subjects is a controversial issue. Some 

argue that AI should be considered independent legal subjects and granted certain legal status as AI becomes increasingly intelligent. 

Supporters of this view believe that AI may independently bear some legal responsibilities and should be considered independent 

legal entities.

However, this viewpoint is not universally accepted and is controversial. Many legal scholars believe that current AI is not yet ca-

pable of independently bearing legal responsibilities and that responsibility should lie with the human users or institutions employing 

AI. Therefore, whether AI should be considered legal subjects remains a controversial issue.

From a philosophical perspective, it is necessary to deeply understand the significance and functions of new technologies from 

the perspective of human social transformation and the reshaping of social relations. New technologies not only lead to changes in 

material forces but also bring about deeper changes in social systems and relations. Based on new technologies, human-machine 

relationships and interpersonal relationships differ from those in the past, and there are radical changes in social interest structures 

and operating mechanisms. New technologies include not only artificial intelligence but also technologies such as blockchain and 

big data, which construct new types of social relations distinct from the industrial age. At the micro level, new technology serves as 

a foundation or aggregate, enabling the emergence and deepening of new interpersonal relationships, characterized by indirectness, 

anonymity, and distance. Whether such new technological entities or platforms can be regarded as legal subjects becomes a hot topic. 

Philosophically, beneficial interpretations can be made from perspectives such as “unidimensional man,” “divine man,” and “micro-

person,” which are inspiring for understanding the issue of subjectivity.

Furthermore, legal philosophy can help us explore the relationship between artificial intelligence and ethics, law, and human 

rights, providing theoretical guidance for the development of artificial intelligence. Human rights refer to rights that anyone, regard-

less of their nationality, race, beliefs, or gender, is entitled to enjoy. When artificial intelligence becomes involved in influencing 
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decisions affecting everyone, human rights may be infringed upon. For example, the outcomes of artificial intelligence decisions may 

lead to unequal distributions of positive and negative results, affecting individuals’ fundamental rights based on international law and 

treaties. It is worth exploring whether artificial intelligence should be considered as having legitimate rights akin to those of humans, 

or whether it should be granted certain forms of legal status.

2.3  Regarding how legal philosophy can help us consider the regulation of artificial intelligence from a 
legal perspective

Legal philosophy can regulate the development of artificial intelligence by formulating laws and regulations. For example, laws 

and regulations concerning the design, use, and supervision of artificial intelligence systems can be enacted to ensure that AI is used 

legally and ethically in society.

Moreover, legal philosophy can help us explore the ways and means of regulating artificial intelligence and how to handle illegal 

behavior or violations of ethical standards by AI systems. For example, it can be explored whether AI systems should be subject to 

human oversight or should be considered as independent entities with their own legal responsibilities.

Additionally, legal philosophy can help us consider the balance of AI regulation, ensuring both the development of AI and the 

protection of human interests and rights. For example, legal philosophy can explore what principles AI regulation should follow and 

who should be responsible for AI regulation.

In summary, legal philosophy can provide an important theoretical basis for regulating artificial intelligence, helping us determine 

the ways and means of AI regulation and ensuring that AI is used legally, ethically, and acceptably in society. 

It is important to note that in promoting and regulating the development of artificial intelligence, legal philosophy is not isolated. 

On the contrary, legal philosophy needs to work in conjunction with other fields such as politics, economics, and technology. There-

fore, when promoting and regulating the development of artificial intelligence, it is necessary to consider multiple factors comprehen-

sively and formulate comprehensive strategies.

3.  Suggestions on how legal philosophy can promote the development of artificial 
intelligence:

(1)Establishing Legal Frameworks: Legal philosophy can serve as the basis for developing relevant laws and regulations. It can 

help in formulating laws and regulations concerning the design, use, and regulation of AI systems, ensuring their lawful and ethical 

deployment in society.

(2)Providing Theoretical Guidance: Legal philosophy can provide theoretical guidance for the development of AI. It can help in 

understanding the relationships between AI, ethics, law, and human rights, thereby guiding the development of AI systems.

(3)Involvement in Regulatory Processes: Legal philosophy should be involved in the entire process of AI regulation. It can assist 

in determining the methods and means of regulating AI to ensure its lawful, ethical, and acceptable use in society.

(4)Legal Protection: The legal aspects of legal philosophy can provide legal protection for AI. It can help in deliberating whether 

AI should be considered as having legitimate human rights or be granted certain forms of legal status, thus promoting the development 

of AI technology and affording it legal protection.

(5)Balancing Regulatory Measures: Legal philosophy can help in exploring the balance in AI regulation. It can aid in determining 

the principles that AI regulation should follow and who should be responsible for AI regulation, ensuring the protection of human 

interests and rights while promoting the development of AI.

(6)Developing Legal Frameworks: Legal philosophy can contribute to developing legal frameworks for AI. It can assist in formu-

lating comprehensive legal frameworks that govern the development, deployment, and use of AI systems.

In addition to these points, there are other viewpoints and recommendations on how legal philosophy can promote and regulate 

the development of artificial intelligence. For instance, addressing security concerns arising from AI development and ensuring trans-

parency and interpretability of AI decisions are crucial aspects to consider.
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Through the study of how legal philosophy can promote and regulate the development of artificial intelligence, it becomes evi-

dent that legal philosophy plays a significant role in this process. By studying law, philosophy, and ethics, legal philosophy provides 

theoretical guidance and regulatory guidelines for the development of AI, helping us understand its societal consequences, ethical 

considerations, and regulatory issues.

Conclusion:
In conclusion, there exists a close relationship between artificial intelligence and legal philosophy, with legal philosophy exerting 

significant influence on the development of AI. In the future, we hope that legal philosophy will continue to play an important role, 

providing further guidance and recommendations for the development of artificial intelligence.
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