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Abstract:  Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice is a classic work in the history of English literature. The novel not only attracted 
readers at that time, but still gives readers a unique artistic enjoyment today. The novel has been widely appreciated for its beautiful 
writing and unique character description. However, there are relatively few studies to analyze the work from the perspective 
of English rhetoric, so this study aims to make a comprehensive appreciation of Pride and Prejudice by using the theoretical 
framework of English rhetoric. The purpose of this thesis is to explore the infl uence of rhetorical devices, image expression and 
language style on plot development and characterization, so as to better understand and appreciate the work. At the same time, 
it also has certain reference signifi cance for the study and teaching of English rhetoric. Moreover, Austen used many rhetorical 
techniques, with a high degree of artistic consciousness, to cast a more mature rhetorical art, and applied it to the portrayal of 
characters, and integrated it into the whole design of the work, making Pride and Prejudice a rare treasure in the world library.
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1.  Introduction
 1.1  Research Background

Jane Austen is a giant in English literature, and her works are famous for their humor and thought-provoking. Among them, her 
classic “Pride and prejudice” tells the story of the hero and heroine through a series of tribulations, and fi nally overcome each other’s 
pride and prejudice, come together. In this work, Austen takes the violation of Leech’s politeness principle as the starting point, and 
discusses the pragmatic eff ects of classical dialogues by analyzing their conversational meanings. We can clearly see that Austen, as 
a leader in English literature, used irony in Pride and Prejudice, leaving precious literary wealth for the readers of later generations.

1.2   Research purpose and content
Research purpose: This paper aims to give an in-depth appreciation of Jane Austen’s classic novel Pride and Prejudice from the 

perspective of English rhetoric, reveal the use and eff ect of her rhetorical devices, and enrich the understanding of the novel. 
Content of the paper: English rhetoric, as a subject studying rhetorical devices and rhetorical eff ects, is of great signifi cance to 

the interpretation of literary works. Before the appreciation of Pride and Prejudice, we fi rst introduce the basic knowledge of English 
rhetoric, and then analyze it on this basis. Then, we will briefl y outline the content of Pride and Prejudice, and lay the groundwork for 
the subsequent appreciation. 

Innovative points: By appreciating Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice from the perspective of English rhetoric, this paper 
emphasizes the application and eff ect of rhetorical devices in the novel, and further reveals the author’s intention of expression and 
literary aesthetic pursuit through the analysis of specifi c cases. This research Angle and method are of great signifi cance for improving 
the interpretation and understanding of Pride and Prejudice, and also provide new ideas and methods for the study of English rhetoric.

2.  Fundamentals of English rhetoric
2.1  The defi nition and development of English rhetoric

In appreciating Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, we need to fi rst understand the defi nition and development of English rhetoric. 
English rhetoric is a subject that studies the phenomenon of English rhetoric, aiming at analyzing the rhetorical devices and artistic 
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effects in the use of language. Its development can be traced back to the rhetoric of ancient Greece and Rome, and today English 
rhetoric has become one of the important branches of literary study. 

The definition of English rhetoric is not limited to the analysis of rhetorical devices, but also focuses on the application and 
significance of rhetoric in literary creation. By studying the use and effect of rhetorical devices, we can better understand the author’s 
intention and creative techniques. In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, the author uses rich rhetorical devices, such as metaphor, 
contrast, exaggeration, etc., to show characters and express emotions. Through the use of rhetoric, Austen manages to create distinctive 
characters such as the arrogant Mr. Darcy and the clever and witty Miss Elizabeth. 

The development of English rhetoric is also closely related to the social and cultural background. In different times and cultures, 
the focus and methods of rhetoric research have also varied. For example, in the ancient Greek period, people focused on speech and 
debate skills, and rhetoric was mainly concerned with how to persuade the audience. In the Renaissance, people’s aesthetic pursuit 
of literary works promoted the development of rhetoric, and the innovation and application of rhetoric devices became an important 
tool for writers.

2.2  The main theory of English rhetoric
In the field of English rhetoric, there are many important theories for us to explore and understand. These theories cover all 

aspects from syntactic structure to rhetorical devices, and provide important guidance for us to deeply understand the rhetorical charm 
of literary works.

The main theories of English rhetoric cover metaphor and metaphor, phonology and prosody, semantics, contrast, repetition and 
parallelism, etc. These theories provide guidance for us to interpret and appreciate Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, and help us to 
understand more deeply the beauty of rhetoric in literary works. In the research and analysis, we should continue to pay attention to 
the application of these theories in order to better understand and appreciate the unique charm of English literary works.

2.3  The relationship between English rhetoric and literary creation
English rhetoric is a subject that studies the rhetorical features and application of English language. It has a close relationship 

with literary creation. It is through the proper use of rhetorical devices that literary works can express profound meaning and emotion. 
English rhetoric plays an important role in literary creation. Through the use of rhetorical devices, writers can enrich the expression 

of works, create personalized role images, and strengthen the effect of narrative. Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice is a successful 
example, she skillfully used the knowledge of English rhetoric to make the novel a classic. Therefore, in literary creation, we should 
pay more attention to and study English rhetoric in order to enhance the artistry and charm of works.

3.  The content overview of Pride and Prejudice
3.1  The content overview of Pride and Prejudice

Pride and Prejudice is a brilliant novel by Jane Austen, published in 1813. The novel is a sharp and vivid portrait of British society 
at that time, using satire and humor to make readers ponder social hierarchy and the weaknesses of human nature. 

In writing Pride and Prejudice, Austen was also inspired by other writers and the culture of the time. Rhetoric was an important 
subject for Austen, and she was particularly adept at using rhetorical devices. Austen skillfully uses irony, contrast and classical 
literature in the novel, which makes the novel a literary masterpiece. 

The creation background of Pride and Prejudice is the result of many influences. Austen’s meditation on the social hierarchy 
of her time, as well as her personal experience, writer’s inspiration and skilled use of rhetoric, give the novel its unique charm and 
depth. Through the in-depth understanding of the creation background, we can better appreciate and appreciate the display of Austen’s 
talented woman style in Pride and Prejudice, as well as the profound reflection on social phenomena.

3.2  The main plot of Pride and Prejudice
Pride and Prejudice, as one of Jane Austen’s most famous works, its main plot shows the reality and appearance of the British 

society in the 19th century. First of all, the novel begins with the marriage problems of the five sisters of the Betnant family as a clue, 
and runs through the whole story. The question of the succession of the Betnant family, the personalities of each sister and the concept 
of marriage become the core of the novel.

4.  English Rhetoric in Pride and Prejudice
4.1  The application of English rhetoric in Pride and Prejudice

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen skillfully uses a variety of English rhetorical techniques to enhance the artistic effect of the 
story and present the author’s point of view. One of the most common rhetorical techniques is metaphor. Through metaphor, Jane 
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Austen cleverly compares the character characteristics with animals and natural scenery, so that readers can better understand and feel 
the emotions and inner world of the characters. 

4.2  Analysis of rhetorical skills
Pride and Prejudice, as a classic work of Jane Austen, has a school of its own in the use of rhetorical skills. This section will 

analyze the rhetorical techniques in Pride and Prejudice from the perspective of rhetoric. 
As an excellent literary work, the use of rhetoric techniques in Pride and Prejudice not only enriches the shaping of the plot and 

characters, but also deepens the theme and meaning of the work. Through the clever use of figures of speech such as metaphor, duality, 
repetition, exaggeration and irony, the author successfully shows the complexity of human nature and various social problems, so that 
readers can resonate and think.

5.  Case Study
5.1  Analysis of representative rhetorical techniques

Pride and Prejudice, as one of Jane Austen’s most famous works, has become the focus of literary research for its unique rhetorical 
techniques. This section will focus on the representative rhetorical techniques in Pride and Prejudice, including symbolism, metaphor, 
rhetorical question and so on.

Jane Austen makes full use of symbolism, metaphor and rhetorical skills in Pride and Prejudice to deepen the plot and 
characterization of the novel. These rhetorical techniques not only bring readers closer to the characters and plots, but also show 
the author’s outstanding literary talent. In the following chapters, we will continue to compare the rhetorical features of Pride and 
Prejudice with other works of Jane Austen, as well as with the rhetoric of modern English novels, and deepen our understanding of 
its influence and significance.

5.2  The comparison of Pride and Prejudice with other works of Jane Austen
By analyzing the rhetorical techniques in Pride and Prejudice and comparing them with other works of Jane Austen, this section 

will explore the changes of her rhetorical techniques and styles in different works. 
There are obvious differences in rhetorical technique and style between Pride and Prejudice and other works of Jane Austen. 

Through the flexible use of rhetorical devices such as dialogue, metaphor and contrast, Austen creates a humorous and profound 
world in Pride and Prejudice, showing her unique literary charm. In contrast, in her other works, the use of rhetorical devices is less 
prominent, and more attention is paid to emotional description and social metaphor reflection. This shows the diversity of rhetorical 
devices and styles in Austen’s works, as well as her talent as an outstanding writer and her evolving writing style.

6.  Conclusion
After an in-depth appreciation of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice from the perspective of English rhetoric, we have obtained 

some important research results. First of all, through the analysis of the rhetorical devices in the novel, we find that Austen skillfully 
uses metaphors, contrast, parallelism and other techniques to enrich the expression effect of the work. For example, in her novels, 
Austen uses vivid metaphors to describe the characters’ characteristics, allowing readers to have a deeper understanding of their inner 
world. 

The research results of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice from the perspective of English rhetoric are rich and varied. Through 
the use of rhetorical devices, the precise arrangement of dialogue language, and the repeated emphasis of themes, Austen creates an 
engaging literary world that evokes reflection and resonance. This is not only an affirmation of her personal artistic achievements, but 
also a beneficial exploration of English rhetoric research.
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