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Abstract: From the perspective of educational equity, this paper comprehensively discusses the characteristics, problems and optimization 

paths of the current educational resource allocation mechanism in China. First, we analyzes the diversity and complexity of educational re-

source allocation, emphasizes the challenges brought by urban and regional differences in the process of resource allocation, and discusses 

the advantages and limitations of the current mechanism. Secondly, this paper deeply analyzes the prominent problems in the current alloca-

tion of educational resources, including the regional resource imbalance, institutional barriers and low efficiency of resource use. It points out 

that these problems not only hinder the realization of educational equity, but also affect the improvement of the overall quality of education. 

On this basis, this paper proposes three optimization countermeasures: the first is to strengthen the top-level design of educational resource 

allocation policy, and promote fair distribution through refined and differentiated policies; the second is to promote the balanced development 

of educational resources between regions, especially to strengthen the input of resource resources and the introduction of high-quality educa-

tional resources in less developed areas; the third is to improve the use efficiency and transparency of resource allocation, and to ensure the 

reasonable and efficient use of resources through open and transparent mechanism and fine management. 
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Introduction
Educational equity is an important part of the realization of social equity, and the reasonable allocation of educational resources is the 

key factor to promote educational equity. In China, with the rapid development of economy and society, the national investment in education 

continues to increase, and the total amount of educational resources is also gradually increasing. However, the imbalance of educational re-

sources between urban and rural areas and regions is still very prominent, which has become one of the main obstacles to the realization of 

educational equity. Especially in the economically underdeveloped rural and remote areas, due to the relative lack of resources, backward 

school facilities and insufficient teachers, students’ access to quality education is greatly limited. This imbalance of resources not only direct-

ly affects the quality of education in these areas, but also virtually aggravates the social inequality and hinders the realization of social equity.

The uneven distribution of resources is not only caused by the difference in economic development level, but also subject to the current dis-

tribution mechanism. The current allocation mode of educational resources has structural defects to some extent, such as institutional barriers 

and low efficiency of resource use, which further aggravates the situation of uneven distribution of resources. 

1. Characteristics of the Education Resource Allocation Mechanism

1.1 Diversity and Complexity of Education Resource Allocation

The education resource allocation mechanism reflects characteristics of diversity and complexity, which are evident in various aspects 

such as the types of resources, regional distribution, and levels of education. Education resources include not only “hard” resources such as 

teaching staff, facilities, and financial investment but also “soft” resources like curriculum design, education policies, and cultural environ-

ment. Different types of education resources are allocated in various ways depending on the region and the level of schools. Factors such as 

economic development, population structure, and policy orientation influence the allocation of educational resources, making the process 

complex and diverse[1]. The allocation of educational resources is also subject to multiple influences from national policies, local government 

decisions, and market forces. National education policies are implemented by various levels of government and are adjusted locally accord-

ing to regional conditions, forming a multi-level and multidimensional allocation system. Overall, the diversity and complexity of education 



-2-  Educational Development and Exploration

resources result in a dynamic allocation mechanism[2].

1.2 Disparities in Education Resources Between Urban and Rural Areas and Regions

In China, disparities in education resources between urban and rural areas and across regions have long been a prominent issue. Eco-

nomically developed areas often enjoy abundant educational resources, such as high-quality teaching staff, modern teaching equipment, and 

advanced educational philosophies. In contrast, economically underdeveloped regions, especially remote mountainous and rural areas, suffer 

from a lack of resources, outdated school facilities, uneven teacher quality, and outdated educational concepts[3]. The imbalance in the distri-

bution of educational resources between cities and rural areas further exacerbates the inequality of educational opportunities. In cities, parents 

and students have access to better educational resources, such as top schools, renowned teachers, and extracurricular tutoring, whereas stu-

dents in rural areas face significant shortages of educational resources. Regional disparities are evident not only in the quantity of resources 

but also in their quality and utilization efficiency, which directly affects educational equity and students’ development paths. Addressing the 

imbalance in the distribution of educational resources between urban and rural areas is a critical issue that demands attention[4].

1.3 Advantages and Limitations of the Current Allocation Mechanism

The current educational resource allocation mechanism has some advantages in promoting educational equity, but it also has significant 

limitations. First of all, from the perspective of advantages, the state can narrow the educational resource gap between regions and urban and 

rural areas to a certain extent through policy regulation, financial allocation and the implementation of educational projects. For example, the 

central government of special funds and transfer payments for poor and rural areas have provided much-needed education funding for these 

areas, improved the conditions for running schools and raised the level of infrastructure. This distribution mode led by the central govern-

ment and local implementation alleviates the shortage of resources in economically underdeveloped areas to some extent, and also makes the 

overall distribution of educational resources more reasonable. At the same time, the government, through a series of policies, such as the “Rural 

Teacher Support Program”, has attracted excellent teachers to the remote areas, thus promoting the equalization of educational resources 

within a certain scope[5].

However, the current mechanism also has obvious limitations, mainly reflected in the rigidity of the distribution mode and the lack of 

transparency of the execution process. First of all, the distribution mode is relatively rigid, failing to fully consider the differences in the ac-

tual needs of different regions. For example, some regions still adopt the “egalitarianism” thinking in the allocation of educational resources, 

and allocate resources to all regions according to the unified standard, ignoring the differences among different regions in economic develop-

ment level, population density and educational needs. As a result, some areas with surplus resources can not be fully utilized, while the areas 

in short resources are still difficult to meet the basic needs. Secondly, the transparency of the resource allocation process is not high, especial-

ly at the local implementation level, and there is a lack of sufficient disclosure and supervision mechanism for capital flow and resource use. 

In some areas, resources are stranded, uneven distribution and even wasted, which leads to the failure of educational resources to play their 

due role. These problems reflect the imperfect operation of the distribution mechanism in practice and weaken the implementation effect of 

the policy.

2. Problems in Education Resource Allocation

2.1 Prominent Regional Imbalances in Educational Resources

A major issue in China’s education resource allocation is the pronounced regional imbalance. This imbalance is evident in both the 

financial investment in education across regions and the disparities in school facilities and teaching staff. Due to the economic prosperity 

of the eastern coastal regions, local governments can invest more in education, and high-quality teaching staff are more inclined to settle in 

these areas, leading to relatively higher education levels. In contrast, central and western regions, as well as rural areas, have limited financial 

resources, resulting in inadequate investment in education. Schools in these regions often have poor infrastructure, and teachers face lower 

salaries and fewer professional development opportunities, leading to talent loss. This severe regional imbalance in the distribution of educa-

tional resources results in significant differences in the educational opportunities and quality available to students in different areas. Particu-
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larly in some impoverished regions, children face a considerable gap in educational resources, which to some extent hinders the achievement 

of educational equity.

2.2 Institutional Barriers to Education Resource Allocation

Institutional barriers in education resource allocation are a key factor affecting educational equity. The current education resource al-

location system is often constrained by various factors in policy implementation and practical operation. Local governments have significant 

autonomy in the allocation of educational resources, which leads to deviations or flexible interpretations in the implementation of national 

education policies in some regions. For instance, certain local governments prioritize urban or economically developed areas when distribut-

ing educational funds, neglecting the needs of rural and impoverished areas. The process of education resource allocation is also hindered by 

administrative barriers, with a lack of effective coordination and communication between departments, resulting in low resource utilization 

efficiency. In some cases, resource allocation is driven by vested interests, with high-quality educational resources concentrated in a few key 

schools, while ordinary schools receive insufficient support. These institutional barriers not only exacerbate regional imbalances in education 

but also reduce the overall efficiency of education resource allocation.

2.3 Low Efficiency in the Use of Educational Resources

In addition to the issue of resource allocation, the low efficiency of resource utilization is another major problem in current education 

resource management. In some regions with abundant resources, although there is sufficient funding and facilities, a lack of scientific man-

agement and rational usage mechanisms leads to resource waste. For example, some schools have advanced teaching equipment, but due to 

a lack of relevant operational skills among teachers, the equipment is underutilized. In some areas, teachers’ instructional abilities are not 

aligned with modern teaching tools and resources, leading to “inefficient high consumption” of educational resources. There is also a problem 

of redundant infrastructure construction, which disperses and wastes resources. These issues highlight the need to improve the efficiency of 

educational resource usage, which requires not only a rational allocation mechanism but also an effective management system and training 

programs to ensure that resources can be used to their fullest potential.

3. Optimization Strategies for the Education Resource Allocation Mechanism

3.1 Strengthening Top-Level Design of Education Resource Allocation Policies

The primary task in optimizing the education resource allocation mechanism is to strengthen the top-level design of policies. Top-lev-

el design refers to the overall planning and strategic layout at the national level, ensuring that the allocation of educational resources is fair 

and scientifically sound. The government should formulate more refined and differentiated resource allocation policies, tailoring resource 

distribution plans to the specific needs of different regions. For instance, for the economically underdeveloped central and western regions, 

the government should increase financial transfer payments to ensure that these areas receive sufficient education funding. At the same time, 

efforts should be made to attract more high-quality teaching personnel to these regions, further narrowing the educational level gap between 

regions. In this process, the central government should strengthen oversight of local governments to ensure that, when implementing edu-

cation resource allocation policies, they strictly adhere to the principles of fairness, openness, and transparency, and eliminate any forms of 

rent-seeking or local protectionism.

In optimizing policy design, it is essential to fully consider the long-term development goals of education and focus on sustainability in 

resource allocation, balancing short-term investments with long-term benefits. As the foundation of societal development, education requires 

not only attention to the effective utilization of current educational resources but also adequate guarantees for future development. In this pro-

cess, the government needs to strengthen the monitoring of how educational resources are used, promptly identifying and correcting any un-

reasonable resource allocation, ensuring the maximization of the effectiveness of education funding and resources.Moreover, the optimization 

of educational resource allocation should leverage modern information technology to achieve scientific and efficient allocation of resources. 

For example, through big data analysis, it is possible to more accurately identify the educational resource needs of different regions, helping 

the government to formulate more reasonable resource allocation plans. 
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3.2 Promoting Balanced Development of Educational Resources Between Regions

To achieve educational equity, it is essential to accelerate the balanced development of educational resources across regions. This re-

quires not only financial support but also the rational redistribution of high-quality education resources. On one hand, the government should 

further improve the policy for integrated urban and rural educational development, using various means to narrow the gap between urban and 

rural education. For example, implementing a teacher rotation system to encourage and support outstanding urban teachers to work in rural 

and remote areas, thereby improving the quality of education in those regions. On the other hand, a platform for sharing educational resourc-

es between urban and rural areas and regions should be established to facilitate the joint development and sharing of high-quality educational 

resources. With the advancement of information technology, online education has become an important tool for narrowing educational dis-

parities. Through online classes and distance education, high-quality educational resources from developed areas can be delivered to under-

developed regions, allowing more students to benefit.

3.3 Improving the Efficiency and Transparency of Educational Resource Utilization

Enhancing the efficiency and transparency of educational resource utilization is key to optimizing the allocation mechanism. It is nec-

essary to strengthen the fine management of educational resources to ensure their rational and efficient use. School administrators should 

regularly evaluate the use of resources and adjust resource allocation in a timely manner to avoid resource idleness and waste. Establishing 

an open and transparent education resource allocation mechanism is also essential, with the government and schools regularly publishing data 

on resource allocation and usage, subject to public supervision. By increasing transparency in the allocation process, issues such as rent-seek-

ing and corruption can be effectively reduced, ensuring that educational resources are distributed fairly and justly to those most in need. 

Additionally, the evaluation of the effectiveness of resource utilization should be strengthened, forming a scientific feedback mechanism to 

continually optimize the allocation methods and strategies in future resource distribution.

4 Conclusion
This paper analyzes the characteristics, problems, and optimization strategies of the education resource allocation mechanism, high-

lighting significant regional disparities, institutional barriers, and low efficiency in resource utilization in China’s current education resource 

allocation. These issues not only restrict the rational flow of educational resources but also hinder the realization of educational equity. By 

strengthening the top-level design of policies, promoting balanced development of regional educational resources, and improving the trans-

parency and management mechanisms of resource allocation, the education resource allocation system can be effectively optimized. This, in 

turn, will promote educational equity and improve the overall quality of education. The study provides theoretical support and practical guid-

ance for further improving education resource allocation and has important practical significance.
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