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Abstract: This article explores the characteristics, existing problems, and optimization strategies of public music literacy courses in higher 

education. The research indicates that these courses are characterized by content diversity, innovative teaching methods, and comprehensive 

assessment methods. However, issues such as limitations in curriculum design, variations in teacher quality, and insufficient student engage-

ment persist. It is recommended to enhance the curriculum system, improve teachers’ professional competencies, and stimulate student par-

ticipation to elevate the overall quality and effectiveness of the courses.  
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Introduction  
Public music literacy courses are an essential part of higher education, aiming to cultivate students’ musical literacy and cultural under-

standing. In the context of globalization, music, as an important form of cultural expression, is increasingly recognized for its educational sig-

nificance. Currently, many universities’ public music literacy courses still exhibit various deficiencies in content and teaching methods, which 

negatively affect students’ learning experiences and the enhancement of their musical literacy. This article aims to analyze the characteristics 

of these courses, the challenges they face, and potential optimization strategies, with the hope of providing insights for the development of 

music education in higher education. [1]

1. Characteristics of Public Music Literacy Courses in Higher Education

1.1 Diversity of Course Content

One of the significant characteristics of public music literacy courses in higher education is the notable diversity in course content. This 

diversity is reflected not only in the broad coverage of musical styles and cultures but also in the emphasis on the integration of theory and 

practice. The curriculum includes various musical styles, such as classical music, folk music, and contemporary pop music, enabling students 

to appreciate and understand music within different cultural contexts. This arrangement helps students cultivate an open musical perspective 

and enhance their tolerance for diverse cultures. The integration of theory and practice ensures that students not only learn the fundamental 

theories of music but also apply these theories in practice[2]. For instance, courses typically cover music theory basics and music history, 

alongside practical classes such as choir and instrumental performance. This combination of theory and practice not only improves students’ 

musical skills but also aids their understanding and expression of music in actual performance. The curriculum also emphasizes interdisci-

plinary knowledge integration, such as combining music with psychology and sociology, helping students understand the impact of music on 

individuals and society. By analyzing the relationship between music, culture, and emotion, students can delve deeper into the connotations 

and values of music. This interdisciplinary perspective not only broadens students’ academic horizons but also stimulates their creativity, 

allowing them to explore a wider range of themes in their music studies. The diversity of public music literacy courses makes them a vibrant 

discipline capable of meeting the needs of various students and fostering their comprehensive musical literacy[3].

1.2 Innovation in Teaching Methods

The teaching methods of public music literacy courses demonstrate a high degree of innovation, which is one reason for their grow-

ing attention in higher education. Traditional music teaching often focuses on the transmission of knowledge, whereas modern public music 

courses emphasize interactivity and participation. By incorporating interactive teaching, the relationship between teachers and students im-
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proves, and students’ learning motivation significantly increases. For example, the use of group discussions, music appreciation, and live per-

formances in the classroom allows students to actively participate, sharing their insights and feelings. This teaching model enhances students’ 

collaboration and expression skills[4].

The application of modern technology brings new possibilities to music education. By utilizing multimedia technology, online learn-

ing platforms, and music software, teachers can provide students with richer learning resources and experiences. For instance, students can 

use music software for composition and recording, thereby mastering basic skills in music creation through practice. The use of online plat-

forms also facilitates cross-regional communication and collaboration among students, expanding their learning space. The introduction of 

project-based learning enables students to gain practical experience through real music projects. This method emphasizes solving problems 

through hands-on operations, helping students apply their knowledge in real-life contexts. By participating in concerts, creating, and plan-

ning music activities, students can not only enhance their musical literacy but also develop teamwork and project management skills. The 

innovative teaching methods of public music literacy courses not only increase students’ interest and participation but also provide them with 

diverse learning experiences, fostering comprehensive literacy.

1.3 Comprehensive Assessment Methods

Public music literacy courses exhibit significant comprehensiveness in assessment methods, which provides strong support for the 

effectiveness of the courses. Assessment is not limited to final exam scores but employs diverse evaluation methods to comprehensively as-

sess students’ musical literacy. The introduction of formative assessment allows teachers to continuously monitor students’ learning progress 

throughout the teaching process. This assessment approach includes multiple aspects such as classroom performance, assignments, and pro-

ject progress, enabling teachers to provide timely feedback and help students adjust and improve their learning[5].

Summative assessment primarily focuses on the end of the course, evaluating students’ mastery of music knowledge and skills. This 

assessment method typically includes music performance, work analysis, and composition, allowing students to showcase their learning out-

comes through actual performance. This comprehensive assessment approach not only focuses on students’ theoretical knowledge but also 

emphasizes their practical abilities. The curriculum also stresses the importance of self-reflection and peer assessment. After completing pro-

jects, students are often required to conduct self-assessments, reflecting on their learning processes and results. Encouraging peer evaluations 

promotes mutual learning and growth among students. This assessment approach cultivates students’ critical thinking and self-examination 

abilities, enabling them to continuously improve in their music studies. The comprehensive assessment methods in public music literacy 

courses enhance the effectiveness of evaluation while promoting students’ overall development and strengthening their motivation and capa-

bilities for learning.

2. Issues in Public Music Literacy Courses in Higher Education

2.1 Limitations of Course Design

Public music literacy courses in higher education face certain limitations in their course design, primarily reflected in the narrow scope 

of content coverage, the selection of teaching materials, and the vagueness of educational objectives. The single-mindedness of course con-

tent restricts students from comprehensively engaging with different types of music. While courses typically include some classical works, 

there is often insufficient attention to non-Western music, folk music, and contemporary pop music. This limitation results in a relatively nar-

row musical perspective for students, hindering their ability to fully understand the diversity and cultural contexts of music. 

The selection of teaching materials lacks systematic and forward-thinking approaches, often relying on traditional resources that fail 

to update in line with the latest developments in the music field. Many courses still utilize outdated materials, neglecting emerging musical 

styles and technologies, thus depriving students of first-hand information on current music trends. Furthermore, explanations of music theory 

in textbooks tend to be overly abstract and lack practical relevance, making it difficult for students to grasp musical concepts effectively.

Additionally, the educational objectives of these courses are often not clearly defined or specific, lacking relevance and operability. 

Many courses do not provide clear descriptions of learning outcomes, leaving students unsure of their goals during the learning process. 
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This uncertainty not only affects students’ motivation but also diminishes the effectiveness of teaching. The limitations in the course design 

negatively impact students’ learning experiences and hinder their overall musical literacy development. It is essential to analyze and improve 

these issues to enhance the quality and effectiveness of the courses.

2.2 Variability in Teacher Quality

The variability in teacher quality is a significant factor affecting the quality of public music literacy courses in higher education. In 

practical teaching, notable differences exist in teachers’ professional backgrounds, teaching methods, and understanding of course content, 

which directly influences students’ learning experiences and outcomes. Some teachers may lack a professional music background or relevant 

training, leading to insufficient knowledge and skills in teaching the course. This situation not only impacts the quality of teaching but also 

reduces students’ understanding and interest in the course content.

The differences in teaching methods result in varying levels of effectiveness. Some teachers may rely on traditional teaching methods 

that overly emphasize theoretical knowledge, lacking interaction and practical engagement. This approach can make the class feel monoto-

nous and fails to cultivate students’ musical perception and creativity. In contrast, some teachers actively employ innovative teaching meth-

ods that effectively stimulate students’ interest and participation, but the degree and effectiveness of such innovation can be inconsistent.

Moreover, the level of interaction and communication between teachers and students also varies. Some teachers engage minimally 

with students, lacking attention and feedback on students’ learning progress, which can lead to feelings of isolation and helplessness among 

students. This lack of interaction not only affects students’ motivation but may also result in frustration in their music studies. Addressing the 

variability in teacher quality is crucial for improving public music literacy courses, necessitating systematic training and support mechanisms 

to enhance teaching quality.

2.3 Insufficient Student Participation

There is a general lack of student participation in public music literacy courses, which affects the overall effectiveness of these cours-

es. Many students show relatively low interest in music courses, partly because the content does not resonate with their life experiences and 

interests. Students tend to focus more on courses related to their majors, leading to a lack of emphasis on music literacy courses. This attitude 

not only distracts them in class but also diminishes their enthusiasm for learning.

Participation in extracurricular music activities is also generally low. Although schools usually organize various music events, many 

students opt out due to scheduling conflicts or academic pressures. This lack of participation not only reduces their practical opportunities but 

also makes it difficult for them to connect the knowledge acquired in class with real-life experiences. Students without practical experience 

often struggle with understanding music and mastering skills, further diminishing their motivation to learn.

Additionally, students’ insufficient recognition of the importance of music literacy is a significant reason for low participation. Many 

students fail to realize the positive impact of music literacy on their overall development, lacking intrinsic motivation for music learning. 

This lack of awareness leads to passivity and disengagement during the learning process. The issue of insufficient student participation not 

only affects their learning outcomes but also restricts the overall development of public music literacy courses. Therefore, schools need to 

implement effective measures to enhance students’ engagement and participation in these courses.

3. Optimization Strategies for Public Music Literacy Courses in Higher Education

3.1 Improving the Course System

To address the limitations of public music literacy courses, it is essential to enhance the course system. The course content should be 

rich and diverse, covering various musical styles, including classical music, folk music, contemporary pop music, and world music. This 

approach can help students broaden their perspectives and deepen their understanding of musical diversity. The curriculum should also incor-

porate the latest music trends and technologies to ensure students engage with cutting-edge musical theories and practices. 

The selection and updating of teaching materials are crucial. Schools should regularly assess the relevance of existing textbooks and 

adjust them based on the latest developments in the music field and student feedback. New materials should emphasize the integration of the-



-24-  Educational Development and Exploration

ory and practice, highlighting practical aspects of music creation and performance to enhance students’ hands-on abilities.

The educational objectives of the courses should be clearer and more specific. By establishing explicit learning outcomes and evalua-

tion criteria, students can have a clearer direction and objectives in their studies. This clarity not only aids in students’ self-management and 

reflection but also improves teachers’ instructional efficiency and relevance. By refining the course system, schools can effectively enhance 

the quality of public music literacy courses, helping students better acquire musical knowledge and skills while increasing their motivation 

and participation.

3.2 Enhancing Teacher Professional Quality

Improving teachers’ professional quality is vital for elevating the quality of public music literacy courses. Schools should provide sys-

tematic training and continuing education opportunities for teachers, focusing on updating professional knowledge and innovating teaching 

methods. This training should encompass not only music theory and practical skills but also related fields such as educational psychology, 

enabling teachers to enhance their professional competencies and teaching abilities in various dimensions. For instance, organizing regular 

workshops and lectures allows teachers to learn the latest concepts and techniques in music education, equipping them to effectively integrate 

this knowledge into their courses.

Encouraging teachers to engage in teaching research and exchange activities is another important way to enhance their professional 

quality. By organizing peer observation and seminars, teachers can learn from each other and improve their teaching practices. This exchange 

can help teachers identify their weaknesses while inspiring new teaching ideas. Schools can also establish teaching awards to encourage 

teachers to explore and innovate in their teaching, fostering their enthusiasm for their work. These awards can be based on multiple factors, 

including teaching effectiveness, student feedback, and innovative practices, motivating teachers to strive for excellence in their teaching.

Establishing a strong interaction mechanism between teachers and students is also essential. Teachers should actively monitor students’ 

learning progress and provide timely feedback and guidance. Regular student-teacher meetings can help teachers understand students’ needs 

and concerns, allowing them to adjust their teaching strategies and enhance class interactivity and engagement. Such interaction can improve 

students’ learning experiences while strengthening the relationship between teachers and students, creating a more open and positive learning 

environment. By understanding students’ backgrounds and interests, teachers can tailor course content to make it more relevant and appeal-

ing. Through these measures, schools can not only enhance teachers’ professional quality but also improve the effectiveness of teaching. 

The growth of teachers will directly reflect in classroom instruction, ultimately enhancing students’ learning outcomes and interests. Under a 

high-quality teaching team, public music literacy courses can become more dynamic, cultivating students with high musical literacy and cul-

tural understanding, thus laying a solid foundation for their future studies and lives.

3.3 Stimulating Student Participation

To address the issue of insufficient student participation, schools need to implement effective measures to stimulate students’ enthusi-

asm for learning. Course content should align with students’ interests by designing music projects that relate to their real-life experiences and 

social needs, allowing students to see the practical applications of music. For example, organizing music activities related to students’ majors 

or incorporating music creation and performance elements can make learning more enjoyable and enhance their understanding and creativity 

in music.

Schools should actively conduct a variety of extracurricular music activities to encourage student participation. This can include organ-

izing music competitions, music festivals, choirs, and music workshops, which allow students to showcase their talents and interests. Such 

activities provide practical opportunities and help students connect with peers, fostering a sense of belonging. Through teamwork, students 

can enhance their musical skills while enjoying the sense of achievement that comes from success and recognition.

Raising students’ awareness of the importance of music literacy is also crucial. Schools can help students understand the value of mu-

sic literacy in personal development and social life by organizing thematic lectures and music appreciation events. Inviting professional mu-

sicians or educators to share their experiences and insights allows students to see the practical applications of music in career development, 

cultural exchange, and emotional expression. This enhanced understanding will help motivate students to engage more actively in music 
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learning.

Additionally, schools can establish incentive mechanisms, such as scholarships, certificates, or recognition for participating students, 

to further encourage their involvement in music learning and activities. By doing so, not only can student enthusiasm be stimulated, but they 

can also appreciate the value of music education. Through stimulating student participation, schools can effectively enhance the appeal and 

effectiveness of public music literacy courses. By aligning course design with students’ interests, offering diverse extracurricular activities, 

and increasing awareness of the importance of music literacy, schools can help students better integrate into the music learning environment, 

cultivating their musical literacy and laying a solid foundation for their future development.

Summary
This article provides an in-depth study of public music literacy courses in higher education, revealing the current situation and chal-

lenges related to course design, teacher quality, and student participation. The course features, including content diversity and innovative 

teaching methods, offer students a rich learning experience. However, limitations in course design, variability in teacher quality, and insuffi-

cient student participation have emerged as primary factors hindering course development. To address these issues, the article proposes strat-

egies such as improving the course system, enhancing teacher professional quality, and stimulating student engagement. Through these meas-

ures, the quality of public music literacy courses can be effectively enhanced, promoting comprehensive student development and achieving 

higher goals in music education.
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