@ger}tlix‘?{gghing Volume 7 Issue 11

The characteristics and application of basketball English
vocabulary

Tao Shan, Caihua Zhang, Lu Ji
Yancheng Technician College Jiangsu Province,Jiangsu Yancheng 224000,China

Abstract: Through a comprehensive study on the overview, characteristics analysis and practical application of basketball English, this
paper discusses the application of basketball English vocabulary in game commentary, teaching and training, translation, media reporting
and international communication, and analyzes the relevant methods of basketball English vocabulary teaching and learning strategies. The
paper also discusses the development and challenges of basketball vocabulary education in order to better meet the needs of communication
in basketball and promote the development of basketball.
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As a popular global sport, basketball has attracted the attention of many players, coaches and fans. With the development of
international communication and globalization, the study and application of basketball professional English has become more and more
important. As a unique language tool in the field of basketball, professional English vocabulary plays an important role in basketball
competition, teaching and media reporting. However, at present, there is no systematic study on the characteristics and application of
basketball English vocabulary, so it is necessary to explore the characteristics and application of basketball English vocabulary.

1. Overview of professional basketball English vocabulary

1.1 Definition and scope

Basketball vocabulary refers to the specialized terms and words used in the field of basketball. These words mainly cover the basketball
game, training, tactics, rules and other aspects of nouns, verbs, adjectives and phrases. The scope of professional English vocabulary of
basketball mainly includes seven aspects: game terms, technical movements, tactics and strategies, basketball courts and equipment, teams
and players, basketball rules and referees, basketball organizations and events.

1.2 Classification and characteristics of basketball professional English

Game terminology: This kind of vocabulary mainly relates to the rules, scoring, free throws, rebounds, assists, fouls and other aspects
of the basketball game. It is characterized by a large and diverse vocabulary, and it is necessary to master the competition rules and related
professional terms.

Skill moves: These words are related to basketball skills and moves, such as dribbling, passing, shooting, layup, dunking, defense,
etc. It is characterized by the need to accurately describe and understand a variety of technical movements, and properly combined with the
movement essentials for application.

Tactics: This category includes the terminology of basketball tactics and strategies, such as fast breaks, counterattacks, pick-and-rolls,
substitutions, defensive systems, etc. It is characterized by the need to understand and flexibly use various tactical concepts and terminology
in order to make the right decisions and adjustments during the game.

Basketball court and equipment: Professional English words for basketball court and equipment include basketball court, basketball
stand, basketball, net, free throw line, three-second zone, etc. These words describe the court and facilities required for basketball games,
such as the standard court size, the height and material of the basketball stand. The feature is that users are required to have an understanding
of the safety and functionality of the venue facilities to ensure the smooth progress of competition and training.

Teams and players: These terms refer to the titles and positions of basketball teams and players, such as point guard, shooting guard,
small forward, power forward, center, etc. The characteristic is to be familiar with the titles and characteristics of different positions and
roles in order to conduct team organization and player evaluation.

Basketball Rules and referees: This category includes terms for basketball game rules and referees’ actions, such as violations, technical
fouls, free throw line, three-second zone, etc. It is characterized by the need to understand and master the details of the rules of basketball
games, and be able to correctly understand and use the relevant referee decisions.

Basketball organizations and events: This category refers to the names and terms of organizations and events such as FIBA, NBA,
CBA, etc., such as FIBA World Cup, NBA Finals, All-Star Game, etc. It is characterized by the need to understand the characteristics,
history and relevant regulations of different organizations and competitions.

2. Practice in the application of professional English vocabulary of basketball

2.1 Application of basketball professional English in game commentary

Use of game terminology: Commentators need to be familiar with and use the terminology of various basketball games, such as points,
free throws, rebounds, assists, fouls, etc. By using these terms, the announcer is able to accurately communicate the progress and outcome of
the game, making it easier for the audience to understand and follow the pace of the game.

Description of skill moves: The commentator needs to use basketball professional English to describe the player’s skill moves, such as
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dribbling, passing, shooting, layup, dunking, etc. By vividly depicting the movements of the players, the announcer is able to present a more
specific and realistic picture of the game to the audience, enhancing the audience’s sense of participation and immersion.

Analysis of tactics and strategies: The commentator can use professional basketball English to analyze and interpret the team’s tactics
and strategies, such as fast attack, counterattack, pick-and-roll, etc. Through the analysis of tactics, the commentator can introduce the team’s
tactical arrangements to the audience and help the audience better understand the tactical adjustments and decisions in the game.

Introduction of the team and players: The announcer needs to use professional basketball English to introduce the background
information of the team and players, including the player’s position, skill characteristics, etc. Through these introductions, the announcer can
help the audience better know and understand the teams and players in the game, increasing the audience’s interest and participation.

Rules and Referee interpretation: The commentator can use basketball professional English to explain and elaborate on the rules and
referee operations in the game, such as violations, technical fouls, three-second zones, etc. Through the explanation of the rules and the
referee, the commentator can help the audience better understand the decisions in the game and the implementation of the rules, and avoid
the audience’s confusion about the game.

2.2 Application of basketball professional English in teaching and training

Classroom teaching: In basketball teaching, teachers can use basketball professional English to introduce basketball terms, technical
movements and tactics. By using basketball professional English, teachers can help students better understand and master basketball
knowledge, and improve their participation and learning effectiveness in class.

By accurately describing and explaining the essentials of movement, coaches can help athletes better understand and master the training
content, improve their technical level and execution ability.

Tactical arrangement: In basketball tactical training, coaches can use basketball professional English to explain and arrange different
tactical strategies. Through the use of professional English, coaches can clearly convey tactical ideas and instructions, help athletes
understand and execute the corresponding tactical requirements, and improve the teamwork ability.

Video Analysis: In basketball teaching and training, by watching and analyzing game film and skill videos, coaches can use basketball
professional English to explain and discuss skills, techniques, and tactical applications. By using professional English for video analysis, it
can help players deeply understand the technical and tactical essentials of basketball.

Communication: Basketball professional English in teaching and training also helps teachers, coaches and students, athletes
communication. Both sides can use unified basketball professional English vocabulary and terminology to ensure the accuracy of
information transmission, avoid language barriers, and improve communication efficiency.

2.3 Application of basketball Professional English in translation and media reporting

Translation of game commentary: Basketball games usually need to be broadcast live, in order to accurately convey the game to the
audience, the translator needs to be familiar with the professional English terminology and expressions of basketball, and be able to translate
the commentator’s words into other languages immediately and accurately, so that the audience can better understand the process of the
game.

Translating interviews and news reports: When interviewing basketball players, coaches, and other relevant people, translators need
to understand and apply basketball terminology in order to accurately convey the opinions and information of the interviewees. In the news
report, the use of basketball professional English can increase the professionalism and readability of the report.

Translation of basketball rules and tactical analysis: Basketball rules and tactical analysis involve a large number of professional
terms and technical expressions, translators need to master the relevant knowledge of basketball professional English in order to accurately
translate these contents into other languages, which can help readers or viewers better understand the rules and tactics of basketball games.

Translation of basketball information and commentary: News reports and commentary articles in the field of basketball all involve the
use of basketball professional English. Translators need to have a good understanding of basketball knowledge and be able to accurately
translate relevant content, so that readers or viewers can get accurate and professional basketball information.

2.4 Application of basketball Professional English in international communication

International competitions and exchange activities: In international events, professional basketball English is used for communication,
organization and coordination work, as well as to discuss rules revision, tournament scheduling and other matters. At the same time,
referees, coaches and players need to use basketball professional English for communication, which requires the relevant personnel need to
use basketball professional English for discussion and communication to ensure the smooth progress of the game.

Basketball academic research and publications: Basketball professional English plays an important role in basketball academic research
and publications. The field of basketball research involves many professional terms and concepts, and it is necessary to use basketball
professional English to accurately express research results and opinions. At the same time, many basketball academic journals and
publications are also published and communicated in basketball professional English.

Basketball training and education: With the popularity and development of basketball around the world, more and more countries and
regions have begun to carry out basketball training and education activities. In these activities, basketball professional English is widely
used as a teaching and communication tool. Coaches and students need to use basketball professional English for instruction, discussion and
communication to improve basketball skills and knowledge.
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3. English vocabulary teaching and learning strategies for basketball majors

3.1 English vocabulary teaching methods and skills for basketball majors

Classification, induction and repeated reinforcement: The basketball professional English vocabulary is classified according to different
categories, such as technical terms, tactical concepts, etc. Through classification and induction, it helps students establish a systematic
knowledge framework and better understand and remember related vocabulary. At the same time, for the professional English vocabulary
of basketball, we should carry out repeated strengthening and consolidation. Through vocabulary tests and oral exercises, students can
constantly review and use relevant vocabulary to ensure the stability of their memory and application ability.

Example guidance and scene teaching: Through the actual game video, commentary or articles and other materials, guide students to
understand and learn professional basketball English vocabulary. On the basis of specific examples, students can feel and apply relevant
vocabulary in real situations to deepen their memory and understanding. At the same time, the basketball professional English vocabulary
into the actual basketball scene to teach. For example, in the simulated game scenario, students play the role of athletes, coaches, etc.,
through practical operation and dialogue, apply and experience the use of relevant vocabulary.

Multimedia assistance and personalized learning: Using multimedia tools, such as pictures, videos, audio, etc., to help students
intuitively understand and learn professional basketball English vocabulary. Through the comprehensive training of listening, watching,
speaking and reading, the students can improve their listening, speaking, reading and writing ability. At the same time, according to the
individual differences and needs of students, different teaching methods and strategies are adopted to set teaching content and activities
reasonably.

Multiple input and cooperative learning: Acquire professional basketball English vocabulary through a variety of channels, including
reading basketball books, newspapers, magazines and videos. Through multiple input methods, expand the scope of vocabulary learning and
application scenarios. At the same time, cooperate with other learners to learn professional basketball English vocabulary, and have group
discussions to provide more learning opportunities and thinking collisions, and deepen the understanding and memory of vocabulary.

3.2 Development and challenge of English vocabulary education for basketball majors

Development: More and more schools and institutions began to offer basketball professional English courses, and compiled
corresponding teaching materials and teaching resources to help students improve their basketball professional English ability. At the same
time, with the emergence of online platforms and mobile applications, students can more easily access to basketball professional English
vocabulary education resources, such as online courses, learning communities, etc. In addition, the increase in international competitions
and exchange activities has provided students with broader opportunities for learning and practice, and improved the practical application of
professional basketball English through contact with foreign coaches and players.

The challenge: Terminology and expressions in basketball are constantly changing, and teaching materials and content need to be
updated to stay current. At the same time, there are cultural differences in the understanding and expression of basketball in different
countries and regions, and students’ background and cultural background should be fully considered. Finally, students’ interest in and
motivation for professional English vocabulary of basketball may vary. Some students may pay more attention to actual sports and lack
interest in pure professional English vocabulary. Teachers can provide interesting learning materials, activities and other ways to stimulate
students’ interest in learning, so that they can participate in learning more actively.

The study on the characteristics and application of basketball vocabulary is of great theoretical and practical value for promoting
international communication in basketball field, improving basketball teaching effect and improving basketball media coverage.
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